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Decision 14 (Option 3)

Put the excess unutilised wood into large piles and burn them.

Explanation and Advantages: 

Farmers often make large piles of unutilised wood and burn the piles. This makes access into camps, and to charcoal 
kilns in the camps, much easier.

Disadvantages: Burning large piles of wood increases the intensity and duration of fire to such an exent that soils 
become totally sterile (all soil microorganisms killed). In addition, the remaining ash is often many centimetres deep. 
Plants cannot grow in this excessive ash, as is seen in the areas burnt in the middle and right hand pictures above, 
burnt two years ago.
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Some Notes on Aftercare

Many farmers and scientists emphasise the importance of “aftercare”. Most of the methods of treating the symp-
toms shown here do not kill the bushes. Thus some form of aftercare would be necessary to deal with regrowth. 
Aftercare is described in detail in Chapter 3: ROTHAUGE, A., 2017. Bush Control Manual (see USEFUL DOCUMENTS). Be-
low is a photo of one season’s regrowth of Acacia mellifera after harvesting in Okondjatu. What aftercare will work? 
Can the regrowth be used for a better quality milled fodder? Yes, but the quantity will be low and so the cost/benefit 
of this needs to be tested. Will browsers control the aftercare directly? Observations and research suggest no, al-
though hares may slow down the regrowth significantly. There is not sufficient fuel to burn, so the area will have to 
be rested, reseeded (with perennial grasses) and burnt later, but once a fire is applied, this may be too late. Arbori-
cides therefore remain a controversial but effective alternative with negative side effects.

Once the ecosystem has returned to a more open produc-
tive savanna (with occasional thickets and heterogeneity in 
the landscape) then “aftercare” would be the same as con-
tinuous good management (REST, ETC.) and adaptive man-
agement e.g. fire after seedling establishment as outlined 
in this booklet, i.e. AFTERCARE = ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT + 
GOOD GRAZING MANAGEMENT.
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Conclusions

This booklet is a copy of a more sophisticated web version that is being developed. The advantages of accessing 
the website is that it will be able to be updated regularly (the information in this booklet might be a bit outdated 
when you use it) and will contain additional information that is unavailable in this booklet (it would make the booklet 
become a very heavy book and difficult to use in the veld). 

We hope you enjoyed using this booklet and that it was useful. In a field such as rangeland management there 
are always many opinions. We would therefore welcome your opinions and encourage you to send your sugges-
tions for improvements. Please send them to the De-bushing Advisory Service, (info@dasnamibia.org) or call (+264 
61 429 256).
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Useful Documents

33 MAWF/GIZ Support to De-bushing Project (2016). Drought Resilient: Bush-to-feed.  
http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/brochures/Bush-to-Feed-Factsheet.pdf

33 M.J De Wet (2015). Harvesting Namibian Encroacher Bush: Compendium of Harvesting Technologies for Encroacher Bush in Namibia. 
Commissioned by Support to De-Bushing Project of Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit (GiZ), Windhoek, Namibia.  
http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/studies/STUDY-Harvesting-Final.pdf

33 MAWF/GIZ Support to De-bushing Project (2016). Financing Bush Control, based on BFS 2015 report on Assessment of existing incentives 
relevant for bush harvesting and value addition. Commissioned by Support to De-Bushing Project of Gesellschaft für internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GiZ), Windhoek, Namibia. http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/studies/STUDY-Financing-Final.pdf

33 MAWF/GIZ Support to De-bushing Project (2017). Bush-based Animal Feed Survey Findings.  
http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/brochures/Factsheet_Animal-Feed-Survey-2017.pdf 

33 GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA (2001). Forest Act no.12 of 2001.  
http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/policies/Forest-Act-2001.pdf

33 A Rothauge (2017). Bush Control Manual. Commissioned by Support to De-Bushing Project of Gesellschaft für internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GiZ), Windhoek, Namibia.

33 MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY AND MINISRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM. (2017). Forestry and Environmental 
Authorisations Process for Bush Harvesting Projects.  
http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/policies/GIZ-deBushing-Bush-Harvesting-Guidelines-2017.pdf

33 DECOSA (2015). Value Added End-use Opportunities for Namibian Encroacher Bush.  
Commissioned by Support to De-Bushing Project of Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit (GiZ), Windhoek, Namibia.  
http://www.dasnamibia.org/download/brochures/Brochure_Debushing_Value-Chains-2015.pdf
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Important Contacts

CONTACT VALUE/FUNCTION

De-bushing Advisory Service Namibia 
061 429 256
info@dasnamibia.org
www.dasnamibia.org 

A national information sharing and capacity building platform for providing advice to farmers 
on sustainable bush control and value addition opportunities. The website has a number 
of downloadable documents, videos, and other information, relevant to decision making 
regarding bush encroachment.

Namibia Biomass Industry Group (N-BiG)
061 371 196
info@n-big.org 
www.n-big.org 

A non-profit organisation, representing all businesses that harvest and process bush-
biomass in the country. Support members to access markets and conduct trainings on how 
to utilise harvesting machines among others.

Namibia Charcoal Association (NCA)
067 304 220
info@ncanamibia.com
www.ncanamibia.com

A non-profit voluntary membership Association created to serve the charcoal industry in 
Namibia from producers and processors to suppliers and all other stakeholders. Provide 
professional support to charcoal stakeholders with respect to the implementation of 
environmental and social standards, quality assurance, market identification, modernisation 
of production, advocacy and public communication. Aims to strengthen the charcoal 
industry in a sustainable manner.

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and  
Forestry: Directorate of Forestry (DoF)
Head office: 061 208 7111
www.mawf.gov.na

Responsible for issuing of permits for harvesting, transporting, exporting and marketing of 
forest resources, including from bush encroaching species. Website includes downloads for 
applicants, explanation of requirements outlined in the Forest Act (2001). Various reports and 
articles of relevance to bush harvesting.

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and 
Forestry: Directorate of Agricultural 
Research and Development (DAPEES)
Head office: 061 208 7111
www.mawf.gov.na

”Promote the adoption of improved agricultural technologies and practices in order to 
increase agricultural production...” including advisory and training services to farmers.
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CONTACT VALUE/FUNCTION

Ministry of Environment and Tourism 
(MET): Directorate of Environmental 
Affairs
Head office: 061 284 2111
www.met.gov.na

Responsible for issuance of Environmental Clearance Certificates for bush harvesting 
projects.

Agri Advisory Services
061 207 4265  
www.agribank.com.na

Previous known as Farmers Support Project, this advisory service of Agribank provide 
mentorship and trainings on rangeland management, livestock, crop and horticulture 
production to Agribank clients in all 14 regions.

Namibia Agricultural Union (NAU)
061 237 838
nau@agrinamibia.com.na
www.agrinamibia.com.na

Umbrella organisation of Namibian farming communities to promote a conducive 
environment for sustainable agriculture.

Namibia National Farmers Union (NNFU)
061 271 117
info@nnfu.org.na
www.nnfu.org.na

A mouthpiece for Namibian communal and emerging (NECFU) farmers. Aims to improve food 
production in these systems.
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Notes
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