
Public events on the possible use of
bush biomass from Namibia

The „Biomass Namibia Project“ –
Introduction to ecological, economic and 
social aspects
Thu, 26 November, 17:00 - 20:00 (CET)
The Namibian Ambassador, representatives of BUKEA, the Namibian Nature Foun-
dation (NNF) and the Institute for Applied Material Flow Management (IfaS), among 
others, will provide background information on the roles and process in Namibia and 
Hamburg, the components of a possible biomass partnership that have been consi-
dered so far, and ecological and social issues.

Energy opportunities through biomass 
and CO2 balance of the supply chain
Tue, 1 December, 17:00 - 20:00 (CET)
5RGCMGTU�HTQO�0CO2QYGT�CPF�9ȤTOG�*CODWTI�YKNN�TGRQTV�QP�RTGXKQWU�ƒ�PFKPIU�QP�
the possible use of bush biomass for power generation. The IfaS will present the idea 
of the BIP (Biomass Industrial Park), outline the supply chain of the biomass up to 
Hamburg and explain the basics of the calculated CO2 balance. Prof. Dr. Hans Schä-
HGTU�
*#9��YKNN�CNUQ�RTQXKFG�KPHQTOCVKQP�QP�UEKGPVKƒ�E�CRRTQCEJGU�VQ�VJG�RTQFWEVKQP�QH�
climate-neutral fuels in Namibia and Hamburg.

Partnership with Namibia?
Post-colonialism, land question, decent work
Tue, 8 December, 17:00 – 20:00 (CET)
The evening deals with the distribution of the value added by the raw material „biomass“, 
combined with the social question of a fair remuneration in „bush-thinning“ and further 
processing. Invited are representatives of civil society from Namibia and Germany with 
statements on land and power issues in Namibia and the colonial history of Hamburg.

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

The online events will take place in the „Zoom“ programme. The conference language will be English, queries will be possi-
ble in German and English. You can register for all three or for individual evenings. The agenda for the individual evenings 
will soon be published on the registration page. Registration is already possible now, the number of participants is techni-
cally limited to 100 persons.
To register, please go to the following page: 
https://www.eventbrite.de/e/namibia-bush-thinning-registration-128783746653

After you have registered, the agenda together with the access data for the conference will be sent to you automatically 
by email. If you have any questions about the events, please do not hesitate to contact us at:
namibia-hamburg@stop-greenwashing.org

In a three-part online series of events, speakers from Namibia and Germany will present the background and basic aims of a partnership 
between Namibia and Hamburg based on so-called bush biomass. They will also report on the status of discussions in the working 
groups of the review process initiated by the Hamburg Ministry of Environment, Energy, Climate and Agriculture (BUKEA) and encourage 
public discussion.
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Background:

Climate change and biodiversity loss do not only point out the urgency to act, but also the interrelations and interdependencies of the 
necessary solution strategies.

The importance oft  savannah graslands as a carbon sink is lost due to „bush encroachment“. It has been increasing for several decades 
FWG�VQ�ENKOCVG�EJCPIG�CPF�QXGTWVKNK\CVKQP��6JKU�KU�UEKGPVKƒ�ECNN[�WPFKURWVGF��+V�UGTKQWUN[�TGFWEGU�ITQWPFYCVGT�UVQTCIG��DKQFKXGTUKV[�CPF�KP�
a special way  the ability of the natural grass savannah to act as a carbon sink. However, the bush biomass also acts as a CO2 sink. The 
scrub encroachment now affects an area of about 450,000 km2 (about the size of Sweden). Every year this area increases by approx. 3% 
at the expense of savannah landscapes or pasture.

Therefore, the Namibian government has not only made controlled „bush-thinning“ a focus of its 5th National Development Plan, but has 
also requested international partnerships and support. Although attempts have been made for some years now to use bushwood as 
wood chips, animal feed and charcoal, this is far too little a quantity compared to the regrowth and is not enough for the reclamation of 
land for wildlife or agricultural purposes. The possibilities for sustainable use of bush biomass for energy production in Namibia is also 
very limited, as sun and wind are available locally at much lower costs and the heat generated by burning  bush biomass is not needed.

Since bush biomass must be harvested at a large scale and the quantity exceeds local uses, Namibia is looking for export opportunities.

Request  of partnership from the Namibian government

With this in mind and with the support of research institutes, Namibian CSOs and NGOs and GIZ (German Society for International Co-
operation), the Namibian Government asked Hamburg to consider a „bush biomass partnership“ in early 2020. The Hamburg Ministry 
for Environment, Energy, Climate and Agriculture (BUKEA) is the lead agency for a one-year review process, which began in May 2020. 
$7-'#�GZRTGUUN[�KPXKVGU�TGRTGUGPVCVKXGU�QH�EKXKN�UQEKGV[�CPF�*CODWTIťU�UEKGPVKƒ�E�EQOOWPKV[�VQ�RCTVKEKRCVG�KP�VJKU�TGXKGY�RTQEGUU�

2QUUKDNG�CTGCU�QH�CRRNKECVKQPU�KP�*CODWTI�TCPIG�HTQO�VJG�WUG�QH�YQQF�RGNNGVU�HTQO�DWUJYQQF�KP�VJG�6KGHUVCEM�EQCN�ƒ�TGF�EQIGPGTCVKQP�
plant or the construction of a new biomass cogeneration plant for district heating to the joint development of biomass-to-liquid proces-
ses in Namibia and Hamburg to produce climate-friendly energy solutions in the future.

According to existing assumptions and documents from Namibia, the amount of bush wood that could be used by urban enterprises in 
Hamburg will  be only a fraction of the amount sustainably available in Namibia.

The consideration of using biomass on a large scale for energy production, and  that about 6850 miles away from its place of origin, 
requires a special look at the background and the complexity of the circumstances and questions related to it.

Together the network ‚hamburg.global‘, the Center for global Ministry and Ecumenical Relations of the ev. Lutheran Church of northern 
Germany (ZMÖ) and the Future Council Hamburg have established a process in May 2020 to actively, critically and constructively accom-
RCP[�VJG�QHƒ�EKCN�CWFKV�RTQEGUU�QH�$7-'#�

We will consider the following questions (to be completed):

•  How can such a project - both in Namibia and in Hamburg - be sustainable?

Ů��*QY�ECP�C�NCTIG�RCTV�QH�VJG�XCNWG�EJCKP�VCMG�RNCEG�KP�CPF�DGPGƒ�V�0COKDKC�CPF�JQY�ECP�VJG�RCTVKEKRCVKQP�QH�C�DTQCF�UGEVKQP�QH�VJG�RQRW�
NCVKQP�DG�GPUWTGF�DGUKFGU�FKTGEV�DGPGƒ�EKCTKGU!

•  How can a relapse into previous landuse patterns  in livestock farming („overgrazing“) be prevented on the restored savannah areas?

•  How should the colonial background between Namibia and Hamburg be adequately taken into account?

The three events should not and can not serve to answer of all these questions. They should rather lead to explaining the complexity of 
the topic to the interested public and serve as an invitation eto participate in the examination process between Namibia and Hamburg.

In early November BUKEA launched a website with detailed information on the topic of „bush-encroaching“ and the examination process 
of the partnership:

https://www.hamburg.de/energiewende/namibia-biomass-partnership/

Unfortunately, this website is only available in German. An English translation should be available by 24th November 2020.


